Campaign to Restore the
Historic Presidential Landmark Station
Respecting the Past  Looking to the Future









Capital Campaign to Restore the Historic Presidential Landmark Station

Respecting the Past S Looking to the Future

The Legacy
It was a time when President Theodore Roosevelt traveled to and from his home at
Sagamore Hill in Oyster Bay to New York City, Washington, D.C., and beyond by train;
when magnificent steam locomotives plied the rails and their melodious whistles
echoed through the countryside.

President Theodore Roosevelt.

Theodore Roosevelt leaving Oyster Bay Station when he was a Colonel with the Rough Riders.

The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum will transport us back to a time when the railroad
was Oyster Bay’s link to the outside world, bringing the daily necessities and a means
of connecting residents to New York City and other destinations. It will demonstrate
how the growth of the railroad directly affected the development and shaping of
Long Island as we know it today.
Designed by the noted railroad architect and “inventor of the skyscraper,” Bradford Lee
Gilbert, the Oyster Bay Railroad Station was touted as one of the finest stations in the
country upon its completion. Although the Oyster Bay Railroad Station requires
extensive repairs, none of them will compromise the historic significance of the building
and its ties to President Theodore Roosevelt and the local community.

Let’s restore this treasure to its original glory!

The Project:
Restore the Historic Landmark Station to its Former Glory
The Oyster Bay station, built in 1889 and placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2005,
will be restored and become the permanent location of the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum. The very same
station that President Theodore Roosevelt used to travel from his home, Sagamore Hill, to Washington,
D.C., will now host families, school children, and other visitors.
The restoration project enjoys widespread community support. Nothing will be displaced, no property
needs to be acquired or rezoned, no sight lines will be altered, and parking will be provided at an
existing site. We will simply be restoring and adapting an Oyster Bay landmark in a way that will provide
an important educational, historical, and family -friendly resource to the hamlet and the region. The
restoration process itself will provide local jobs and a sense of pride and accomplishment.

The station as it exists today.

Rendering of the restored station, plaza, and Theodore Roosevelt Park entrance (courtesy of Blumlein Associates, Inc.).

The New Exhibitions Gallery
When completed, the station will feature an exhibitions gallery dedicated to simultaneously educating
and entertaining through the accurate interpretation of our collection and exhibits in an interactive
way. Whether a child or an adult has a passion for railroading or is attracted to the technology that
made railroading possible, they will find a lasting connection at the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum.

PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL RENDERING

Preliminary conceptual renderings of the restored station interior with exhibits (courtesy of Blumlein Associates, Inc.).

PRELIMINARY CONCEPTUAL RENDERING

A portion of the Gallery will be dedicated to a Visitors Center. Museum personnel will provide
information on the many attractions in the Oyster Bay area.

Why is this Important Now?
The rehabilitation of the Historic Landmark Station will address specific initiatives that
the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum has been advocating for years.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION: The Society for the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities recently
placed the building on its “endangered” list. Acting now will prevent further deterioration and restore the
building to its circa 1900 appearance when Theodore Roosevelt was President.

EDUCATION: The station is clearly the vital element in fulfilling the fundamental mission of the
Museum, which is to inspire students through the exploration of railroad displays, exhibits, and artifacts in an
historic learning environment. Developed cooperatively by educators and Museum directors, a new Education
Program, when fully implemented, will provide a significant number of school groups a learning experience
that satisfies specific New York State Core Standards.

CONNECTING THE WATERFRONT TO THE DOWNTOWN: Northern Audrey Avenue will
be dramatically enhanced and will extend to the renovated station and plaza, providing easy access to Theodore
Roosevelt Memorial Park and the waterfront.

FOSTER ECONOMIC GROWTH: As a family-friendly, regional attraction, visitors to the Museum
will provide an increased level of support for the Hamlet’s eating establishments, retail stores, businesses,
and the many other area historical and cultural attractions.

Estimated Costs
One of the things we are most pleased with as an organization is that we have already raised a significant
portion of the funds required for this project. Between private and public support, over one third of the
money needed has been secured. The Museum Board of Directors views this as a very significant
accomplishment. Below is an overview of the costs associated with this project.

COSTS

ON-HAND

Building Construction
Exhibits
Contingency

$1,400,000
$550,000
$50,000

Pledged/Secured donations
$600,000
Public/Government assistance $100,000
Board Designated funds
$30,000

TOTAL:

$2,000,000

$730,000

How Can I Help?
We are seeking your support in this very worthwhile endeavor. Whether you are a fan of Theodore
Roosevelt, an advocate of historic preservation, a community - oriented supporter, or a railroad
enthusiast, the restoration and transformation of the historic landmark station into the permanent
home of the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum will provide an opportunity to support this project.
Naming opportunities for specific aspects of the project are also available. Please contact one of
our Board members to learn more.

Respecting the Past S Looking to the Future
The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum’s mission is to heighten awareness,
understanding, and appreciation of the railroad’s impact on Long Island life.
The Museum will collect, preserve, and interpret the railroad heritage of
Long Island for present and future generations.
Preserving the historic Oyster Bay Railroad Station is paramount in achieving
that mission. The Museum currently has in its collection archives, historical
photographs, documents, diaries, and a host of other objects.

The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum is a 501 (c) 3 not for profit organization
chartered by the New York State Education Department.

102 Audrey Avenue • P.O. Box 335 • Oyster Bay, NY 11771 • 516 -558 -7036 • www.OBRM.org
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