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Welcome to the newest edition of our newsletter, the “Oyster Bay
Express”. We bring you this quarterly publication in order that our
members and supporters may stay informed as to current activities at
the Museum. So sit back, read along and enjoy!
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this
publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject
“NEWSLETTER”. Thank you for your continued support!
For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions,
or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and
facilities, visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM.
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For Locomotive #35 specific and more technical updates on this
exciting project, visit www.facebook.com/lirr35.
We also have our own channel on YouTube. Simply search OYSTER
BAY RAILROAD MUSEUM in your YouTube browser to view
numerous videos created for and by OBRM. Special thanks to John
Petsche for creating and maintaining this exciting new feature!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and in the interest of
the safety of our members, volunteers and supporters, we
have resumed regular work sessions with some restrictions.
As always, please monitor our website and especially our
Facebook page for updates as things progress. Meanwhile,
we’ll bring you up to speed on our progress in this issue of
the Oyster Bay Express. Until things return to normal, all
meetings and special events are either on hold, or when
possible, will be held via “Zoom”.
As always, we wish you all good health and happiness!

Preserving
the Past for
the Future
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President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President
Although the Museum officially closed to the public in mid-November, work at the
Display Yard continues unabated with our dedicated group of volunteers performing
various tasks which you will read about in this edition of the Oyster Bay
Express. We enjoyed a very financially successful End of the Year Appeal which
was mailed to our members and others, which included an opportunity to obtain
raffle tickets for an upcoming Billy Joel concert. 174 entries were received and the
lucky winner was Sandra Coudert.
We look back at 2021, a challenging year, and are very proud of the many accomplishments,
notably the grand opening of the landmark historic station, the turntable to full operational status,
and the delivery of our former New Haven boxcar to the Display Yard, among others. In 2022,
work continues on the restorations of Locomotive #35 ,the Ping Pong coach, and the plans to
reconfigure the Display Yard to accommodate tracks and rolling stock are well underway.
None of these accomplishments and plans for the future could be accomplished without your
help. OBRM is a very efficient organization, as over 90% of money received goes directly to
support Museum programs, historical preservation and community outreach.
Until next time, stay safe, and please feel free to contact me at johnspecce@gmail.com with any
comments, suggestions or questions. May all the best be yours in 2022!

Education Report by William Burke
On Saturday November 13 Troop 100 of the Brownies of Oyster Bay visited The Oyster Bay
Railroad Museum. Doris, one of the troop leaders, summed up the day with “The girls had a great
time exploring the railroad museum.”
The tour began in the station
where the historic nature of this
station was presented to the
troop. Each scout had a worksheet to assist them in learning
about the history of the area and
The Long Island Railroad. The
girls toured the station and
viewed and utilized the many
hands-on exhibits. Following this,
LIRR Locomotive Engineer Anne
Kochendorfer, addressed the
troop about her experiences with
the LIRR and the many
opportunities available for young
women.
The troop then walked to the Brownie Troop #100 pose in front of some equipment in our Display Yard
museum yard where they were
with LIRR Engineer Anne Kochendorfer.
able to enter many of the railroad
cars on display including two historic cabooses. As an added highlight, the troop was able to take a
ride on the historic and fully functioning turntable. As they left they were given coloring books on
railroad safety and passes to return with their families. All of the feedback was very positive and it
was a truly educational and fun day for all!
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Marketing Update by Ann Balderston Glynn
The marketing committee's efforts during the 2021 year
in promoting the Museum were very successful.
Both Mid-Year and End-of-Year appeals, in addition to
a well-attended Summer Soiree event, brought in
significant funds, which were earmarked for Museum
operations. The very popular Summer Solstice, our
major fund-raising event, is in the early planning stages
for 2022 and it is anticipated that, barring any Covid
restrictions, it will be held in June, as it traditionally
is. Stay tuned for more details in the spring edition of
the Oyster Bay Express.
In an effort to explore ways in which OBRM can
increase its social media presence and expand its
reach to a greater demographic, the committee
partnered closely over a 4 month period beginning in
September, with a group of very talented students from
Hofstra University, whose area of expertise was public
relations. The results of this collaboration included the
creation of a press kit, strategies to refresh our brand,
enhancing the newsletter, and improved social media
outreach, among others. The Marketing Committee is
extremely grateful for this opportunity to work with the
students and their faculty advisor, professor Laurie Bloom, and will begin implementing some of the
recommendations this year.
Finally, the committee is working with membership committee chairman, Leon Daitz, in preparing
membership renewal materials which will be sent out during the month of February. For those of
you who already have renewed, we thank you! OBRM will be celebrating its 15th anniversary in
2022, so your continued support will help us prosper and grow into the future.
Top Photo
On November 20 & 21, “Trainville”
sponsored a model train show at the
Hicksville Community Center with all
proceeds going directly toward the
Oyster Bay Railroad Museum. On
Sunday, Ronnie Schnepf is seen with
some of the other volunteers who
helped staff the event.
Bottom Photo
The 5 Hofstra students pose with
Marketing Committee members Ann
Balderston-Glynn, Dottie Simons,
Museum President John Specce and
Professor Laurie Bloom.
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Yard Report by Steve Torborg
After closing the yard to visitors for the 2021 season, our volunteers embarked on our 6 month plan
to essentially rearrange the yard and prepare it for track laying. The first step in the process was
clearing out everything located along the west fence line of our property (closest to the LIRR Crew
Facility). This very involved first step to the project includes moving our two forty-foot truck trailers,
M-7 and DE/DM Simulators, Locomotive #35’s Cab, utility trailers and a considerable amount of
stored parts and other equipment.
With our boxcar now on site, we set up the boxcar to receive the materials needing to be relocated.
Over several weekends, weekdays and even nights, volunteers worked to sort through and
rearrange the numerous artifacts already stored in the boxcar from our days in Mitchel Field over
twenty years ago. Once done, metal shelving was erected along one wall on the opposite end of
the boxcar. With a good cleaning, some rewiring and weatherproofing, it was time to start moving
stuff. Over the next several weeks, volunteers worked to relocate items stored both in the station
and the adjacent storage trailer to the boxcar. Once done, the same process saw our two forty-foot
storage trailers emptied, with parts from our Ping Pong Coach and Locomotive #35 placed either in
storage in the boxcar, or palletized for storage on racks in the yard. The leased container at the
station was returned, saving us thousands of dollars a year, and our truck trailers in the yard were
relocated, eventually being sold to generate funds for our projects.

Volunteers spent several weeks moving items from our three storage facilities to the boxcar and other locations.
Pictures above show our dedicated volunteers moving coach seat cushions from one of the trailers onto pallets,
delivering them to the boxcar, and placing them neatly into storage on the new shelving.

With everything moved, heavy duty shelving was erected in the northwest corner of the property.
Palletized parts from Locomotive #35 that are restored and to be reattached to the locomotive are
being placed on this shelving for safe keeping, while those not needed in the near future are being
moved to the area near our shop for storage. This puts the needed parts near where the locomotive
will ultimately be reassembled and stored.
Once a few more items have been
relocated, the cleared area will be
excavated and graded before our
volunteers begin installing tracks that will
display one of our Dinky Diesel
Locomotives, and store the other which
will be used with one of our cabooses to The same location, before and after relocation of the simulators
give actual train rides to our visitors! and trailers. Display and operating tracks will occupy this space.
We’ll let you know when track laying
begins so you can lend a hand with this very unique opportunity to help YOUR museum. Keep an
eye on our website, and especially our Facebook pages for upcoming events, photos and videos!
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Locomotive #35 Update by Ronnie Schnepf
The new year has already brought significant progress to the Locomotive #35 restoration. On the
administrative front, we are presently negotiating a contract with FMW Solutions to be funded by the
more than $400,000 in municipal bond money still available through Nassau County and the Town
of Oyster Bay for the project. The present scope of work will result in the restoration of the
locomotive as a fully mobile and cosmetically restored centerpiece of our Display Yard.
In anticipation of this work, we are working with the Pennsylvania State Archives to obtain high
quality copies of dozens of G-5s design drawings to forward to FMW. We are also working to
transport the locomotive’s compressor back to Long Island from Colorado, where it was rebuilt
decades ago when it was repatriated from the Black River and Western Railroad in New Jersey.
In Oyster Bay, our volunteers have unloaded our two storage trailers, which are finally departing our
site after faithfully housing countless pallets of accessory components of #35 for over twenty
years. Extensive work on the smokebox cover bolts is now complete, and the cover will be
re-installed in the spring. Our welder Fred Rubin also plans to make repairs to the stack, including a
removable rain cap.
Although most of the major contract work is already funded, we always seek and welcome
donations to support this exciting project. Stay tuned for further updates, especially on our
Locomotive #35 dedicated Facebook page as noted on the first page of this newsletter.

LEFT: Bernard oversees the relocation of the restored generator from the trailer to the boxcar for storage.
CENTER: Cold, and even snow wont deter our volunteers...as demonstrated by John working a Dremel on the staybolt caps.
RIGHT: Superheater tubes await Fred who will remove the scrap pipe so we can store the cast elbows for future use.

LEFT: John Petsche poses with Locomotive #35’s original numberplate temporarily displayed on the restored smokebox cover.
CENTER: Locomotive #35’s smokestack, stripped of decades of paint, awaits extensive repairs to the blower ring.
RIGHT: Fred Rubin cuts away the “elbows” from long stored superheater tubes. These will be saved for future restoration.
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Station Update by Gary Farkash
With the move of our 40 foot boxcar by the LIRR to our yard,
we were finally able to empty and remove the storage
container from the parking area next to the station. This rids
us of an eyesore that blocked the view of the west entrance
and cost us thousands of dollars in rent.
Over the past few months, our contractors have widened the
two bathroom doorways in preparation for the installation of
the new doors. These rooms were prepped as a donation
by Steve Minicozi, one of our benefactors. Over the next
few months, the main sewar line will be installed and the bathroom fixtures installed. This will
provide us with two functional, ADA compliant bathrooms for our 2022 season. It will also save us
thousands of dollars for our previously rented portable toilets.
Additionally over the past few months, hardware for the north doorways was installed, as well as
exterior "PIN" lights which shine down on our street bollards at night for safety purposes.
The next few months will have our volunteers creating a new O-Gauge Model railroad that can then
utilize the many donated LIRR model trains donated by member Dr. Tim Howell. These are indeed
exciting times!

Ping Pong Coach Update by Richard Sierra
If you follow our Facebook page, and we hope you do, then you’re
already aware that a team of extremely enthusiastic and dedicated
young volunteers have descended upon our “Ping Pong” Coach with
intentions of fully restoring the car to its former glory. Rich, Stacey,
Joe and Javier have dedicated hundreds of hours of labor and
research toward this historic piece of equipment, undaunted by time,
temperature and anything else mother nature has thrown at them.
While the project has proven to be far more involved than they had
previously envisioned, they remain dedicated to seeing it to fruition.

Rich, Joe & Javier brave cold.

This project has already seen extensive work completed by welders John and
Fred, volunteers George, Bernard and many more. In fact, Fred welded in all
now floor supports and repaired the window ledges along the south side of
the car, and John replaced a considerable amount of steel on the south side
of the car and both ends. But the need to address other projects, especially
Steam Locomotive #35, has necessitated that we “divide and conquer”, this
being no exception.
Rich and his team are very highly
Rich grinds a weld on motivated, but are always seeking
direction and assistance from anyone
the side of the car.
who is experienced in welding,
fabrication and design.
While they’ve brought newer
technologies to the project such as endoscopic inspection of
inaccessible areas and 3-D imaging and printing of
components, old school metallurgy still brings it all together.
Also, materials and specialized tooling all cost money, which
is never in plentiful supply. Donations of funds and materials
are always appreciated.
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Stacey coats the air brake piping and
equipment with “Extend” preservative.
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PO Box 335
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