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Welcome to the newest edition of our membership newsletter, the
“Oyster Bay Express”. We bring you this quarterly publication in order
that our members and supporters may stay informed as to current
activities at the Museum. So sit back, read along and enjoy!
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this
publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject
“NEWSLETTER”. Thank you for your continued support!

102 Audrey Avenue
PO Box 335
Oyster Bay, New York 11771
(516)558-7036
www.obrm.org

For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions,
or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and
facilities, visit us on facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM.

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS

The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum
Is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit
Organization chartered by the
New York State
Education Department

We Invite you to become a member of the Oyster Bay Railroad
Museum. Benefits include free admission to the Museum for you and
your guests, a 10% discount for purchases at the Museum store, and
advance notice of special events.

Board of Directors

Signing up is easy. Simply go to our website at www.obrm.org and
click on “MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEERS”. Your donations are also
greatly appreciated. All transactions may be made securely on line
with credit/debit cards or via PayPal. You may also send a check or
money order via US Mail.

John Specce, President
Robert L. Brusca, Esq,, VP
Thomas Del Sorbo, Treasurer
Gary Farkash, Secretary
William Burke
Lauren Daitz
Leon Daitz
Joel Friedman
Joshua Stoff
Dorothy Simons
Steven Torborg
Judith Wasilchuk

Advisory Board

Roger Bahnik
Jack Libert, Esq.
Robert Murphy, CPA
Jonathon Moore, Esq.
Thomas L. Pulling
Donald Zoeller

Preserving
the Past for
the Future

HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT
The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum is always looking for ways to help
the community of Oyster Bay. As such, we are sensitive to the
environment around us. One way we are looking to remain sensitive is
with regard to our newsletter. Aside from being very costly for us to
print and mail, this publication also uses a surprising amount of paper
and ink to produce. Thus, we’re very interested in providing an email /
PDF version to anyone who is willing to receiving it in this manner.
Please consider this option and let us know if it works for you. We’re
more than happy to mail it to anyone who wishes, but if an electronic
version is your preference for this and other mailings, we’d certainly like
to hear from you. Please email us at: LIRR35@aol.com
Thank you for your cooperation and your understanding!
1

President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum, may I extend best wishes to you and yours for
good health, happiness and prosperity in 2018.
2017 ended on a very positive note. Our End of Year Appeal, through the generosity of our many supporters, raised
approximately $25,000. This is a new record and we thank all for their dedication to our mission - Education,
Preservation, History with a sprinkling of Fun!
Since our last Newsletter, (Summer/Fall 2017) which provided a very comprehensive overview of the accomplishments
and progress made by the various committees, our focus has been on completing projects to the extent possible.
On the weekend of December 9-10, we hosted our 11th Annual Holiday Express weekend at the Visitor Center. Featured
were rides on the Trackless Train, fantastic raffle prizes including an electric train set donated by our friends at Willis
Hobbies in Mineola, hot cider, cookies, candy canes and a visit by Santa...On Saturday evening, the event concluded
with the tree lighting and carol singing at the village bandstand. A great time was had by all.
Although the Museum is closed to the public during the months of January, February, March and most of April, during this
time planning sessions are held by committees to ensure that projects planned for 2018 are funded and attainable. We
are very fortunate to have a cadre of volunteers that are fully committed to these goals.
Again, thank you for your involvement, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions, suggestions, etc.
regarding the Museum.

Locomotive #35 Update by Steven Torborg, Committee Chair
With everything back on track for the resumption of work on Locomotive #35, we are working out the final details before
meeting with Steam Operations Corporation to discuss the timeline. We are hopeful that we’ll be back to work before long
and thank everyone for their patience in this process.
Recognizing that there is a large audience on social media that is passionate about steam locomotives and their
restoration, we have created an additional Facebook page dedicated to this project. “Like” us and follow us at
www.facebook.com/lirr35.

Exhibits and Collections by Joshua Stoff, Committee Chair
Advertising Art from the Golden Age of Railroading...A New Exhibit at the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum!
The Golden Age of Railroading lasted from the 1920’s through the 1950’s, before the train was supplanted by the airplane
as the main form of long distance travel. During that time vibrant, colorful and significant advertising designs were created
in an effort to get people to travel by rail.
From the very beginnings of our organized society advertising was used, usually simple signs, but no one considered
these signs art forms. But as competition grew businesses realized the importance of luring customers away from others
and advertising became more sophisticated. Simple advertising signs eventually gave way to more attention grabbing
ones with professional design and color. The better the advertising was, it was hoped, people would consider the better
the business was.
Vintage railroad advertising tells the story of a technology’s innovative, sometimes perilous, journey from the dawn of the
20th century into one that captures our collective imagination. The history of modern railroading can be traced through
advertising graphics that planted the seeds of the idea of travel in the mind of the public. No longer used for just
commuting or for business trips, in time as train trips for leisure grew longer, it became more important to emphasize the
comfort level passengers could expect.
Today, vintage advertising is considered a legitimate art form. Often major artists and illustrators began their art careers
creating commercial advertising in the 1930’s and 40’s. Enjoy these vintage images of a simpler time long since passed.
Stop by this summer and check out this interesting exhibit, along with all our exciting new displays!
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Shop Report by Gary Farkash, Committee Chair
John Petsche winterized Dinky Diesel #398. In the spring, he will begin to repair
the compressor system to get air to the bell, brakes and whistle so we don't have
to hook up our air compressor for it to be interactive.
As for the Ping Pong coach, a small crew has been working throughout the winter
to finish the old floor removal. They will begin to weld in the new cross member
supports so the new corrugated floor under lay can be installed. After all of that is
completed, we will level the car and have a concrete contractor come up and
pour a new Gypcrete floor.
Then we can begin the restoration of the seat frames and final installation of the
seats. Hopefully if the weather works in our favor we will also be able to pull wire
for the turntable electrical system, but more than likely, that will have to wait for
the spring.
On Saturday, January 20th, a warm day provided the opportunity for a
work session wherein our volunteers were able to finish the removal of
the old corrugated floor panels in our Ping Pong Coach.

Station Update
Since our last Newsletter significant work has been accomplished
prior to the arrival of severe cold weather in December and into
January.
The photo shows the results of the western facade woodwork and
shells after having been encapsulated with a material that accelerates
the removal of many layers of paint. This painstaking operation took
about three days to complete. The photo shows the finished product,
bare wood that is now ready for painting when the weather
permits. The stucco Oyster shells have been removed, exposing the
full length windows. New trim work will be installed on the facade,
which will require careful removal of the stucco in those areas. Going
forward, bid documents are being prepared for the installation of
windows and doors on the northern facade. The anticipated start date for that phase of the restoration is April. Also, the
Committee is continuing discussions on the next major step, the interior, including HVAC, floors and walls.
In the next newsletter, we will bring you up to date on our progress.

Marketing Update
As mentioned in the President's message, we hosted the annual
Holiday Express event the weekend of December 9th and 10th.
Now plans are being made for the Summer Solstice party in June,
and a Railroad Days event later in the year. We are always open
to suggestions from our members and supporters for events and
activities to promote the Museum and its mission.
We'll keep you informed of dates of other forthcoming events.
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Holiday Express at our Visitor’s Center

Oyster Bay Railroad Museum
PO Box 335
Oyster Bay, New York 11771

____________________________________________________________________
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