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Welcome to the newest edition of our newsletter, the “Oyster Bay      
Express”.  We bring you this quarterly publication in order that our 
members and supporters may stay informed as to current activities at 
the Museum.  So sit back, read along and enjoy! 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this 

publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject 

“NEWSLETTER”.  Thank you for your continued support!  

For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions, 

or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and  

facilities, visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM. 

For Locomotive #35 specific and more technical updates on this        

exciting project, visit www.facebook.com/lirr35. 

We also have our own channel on YouTube.  Simply search OYSTER 

BAY RAILROAD MUSEUM in your YouTube browser to view           

numerous videos created for and by OBRM.  Special thanks to John 

Petsche for creating and maintaining this exciting new feature! 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and in the interest of 
the safety of our members, volunteers and supporters, we 
have resumed regular work sessions with some restrictions. 
 
Please monitor our website and especially our Facebook 
page for updates as things progress.  Meanwhile, we’ll bring 
you up to speed on our progress in this issue of the Oyster 
Bay Express.  Until things return to normal, meetings and 
special events may be either on hold, or held via “Zoom”,  
depending on how things progress with the pandemic. 
 
As always, we wish you all good health and happiness! 
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We welcome everyone to the latest edition of the Oyster Bay Express, and hope 
you'll enjoy reading about all the great things that are happening at the Museum.  I 
probably sound like a broken record, but the dedication of our board members and 
volunteers, in whatever capacity in which they perform, is  immeasurable.   We are 
extremely fortunate to have them. 
 
On a more somber note, our great friend and supporter of the Museum, Jim Foote, 
passed away in May.  He was known across the country, and especially in the local 

area, as the ultimate impersonator  (He did not like to use that term) of the 26th president, Theodore 
Roosevelt.  Jim often appeared at Sagamore Hill, the bandstand in Oyster Bay, giving a rousing 
speech to the crowd to fit the occasion.  According to his wife, Joni, he studied and memorized 
many of them, and had the cadence and shrill voice of TR down perfectly.  Jim appeared at our kick
-off campaign to restore the station,  and wowed the attendees with his usual passion and            
exuberance.  He also appeared at the new Oyster Bay station platform to welcome the first train of 
the new bi-level equipment, wearing a top hat and tails!   Dave Morrison, as is his style, was there to 
photograph it all, and made a beautiful collage of the photos, various TR theme stamps, and       
presented it to Jim as a token of appreciation and remembrance.  Joni was kind enough to donate it 
to the Museum, along with other memorabilia.  They will be displayed proudly at the station in      
remembrance of Jim Foote. 
 
Until next time, enjoy the summer, and a big thank you to Steve Torborg for once again publishing 
the Oyster Bay Express. 

President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President 

Education Report by William Burke 

On May 20th Kevin, became the first “on site” student intern volunteer, 
following hours of job training and professional licensed instruction, to 
begin his participation in the Education Committee’s Vocational          
Internship Program. His first real life work skills “job” was to sanitize   
displays at our train yard and then to assist our education guides with a 
variety of support tasks during our returning post pandemic student field 
trips. So far this spring the committee has conducted seven school tours 
involving approximately 250 children and adult support staff. The        
accompanying photo is of Kevin preparing worksheets for students that 
enhance the educational outcomes of our field trips. We are thrilled at 
the interest our student programs have generated in the school        
community again.  Welcome back students! 
 

The V.I.P. Program is a shared, informal vocational education enterprise 
between the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum, which focuses on        
heightening awareness and understanding of railroading’s role in our nations history and heritage 
and the Center for Developmental Disabilities, which provides services for individuals with Autism 
and/or developmental and communication disabilities in a groundbreaking undertaking of our     
complementing resources.  Our shared  mission is to create a dynamic program focused on service 
for young adults to accomplish educational, vocational and self esteem outcomes central to all 
members of our community. V.I.P. Is clearly tasked with the development of work ethic and soft 
skills or employable traits needed for future job opportunities. It is complemented by promoting    
values that dignify work, respect for history, it’s preservation, that also engenders community       
inclusion and volunteerism. A partnership of teaching and training for life. 
 

Indeed this spring has been significant and exciting with the return of student field trips and the 
launch of V.I.P. in service to our whole community. 
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Marketing Update by Dottie Simons 

The Marketing/Membership committee is proud to announce that our 
major annual fundraising event, the Summer Solstice, will be held on 
Tuesday, June 21st, from 7 - 10 PM.  This year's theme is a Night in 
Italy, and appropriately Cafe Al Dente, on South Street in Oyster Bay, 
will be the venue.  Great food and drink, will be accompanied by live 
music from Acoustafunk, raffle prizes donated by local merchants, and 
of course, a chance to socialize with friends and neighbors.  Invitations 
are on our website at www.obrm.org and are also being mailed, so 
please, come and join us for a fun night and at the same time avail 
yourself of an opportunity to support your Museum! 
 
Our newspaper advertising program is in full swing, with quarter page ads in many of the local 
newspapers, and we are hopeful that this will increase our attendance figures.  Leon Daitz, our 
membership lead person, has reported that many renewed for the 2022 year, and reminds all that it 
is never too late to renew.  Again, this can be done by going to the website. 
 
See you on June 21st! 

In July 2005, the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum hosted 

a dedication ceremony to place the historic Oyster Bay 

Station on the National Register of Historic Places.  It 

was only appropriate that Theodore Roosevelt be at 

this, his “home” station.  The museum mourns the loss 

of Mr. James Foote and expresses our sincerest     

condolences to his family! 

 

LEFT:  Roosevelt arrives at the Oyster Bay Station in 

style, much to the delight of all those assembled. 

BELOW:  Theodore Roosevelt “wows” the crowd inside 

the Station.  Historian Dave Morrison is by his side. 

IN MEMORIUM:  James W. Foote   1949-2022  

http://www.obrm.org/
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Yard Report by Steve Torborg 

When we say we have very dedicated volunteers, you better believe we mean it.  The physical effort 
put into putting down just our first two display tracks alone is staggering.  By the numbers, our    
dozen plus volunteers moved...BY HAND...48 cubic yards of crushed concrete, 180 feet of 100 lb 
rail, 60 200 lb railroad ties, 120 steel tie plates and hammered in 240 rail spikes over just a few   
Saturdays!  Shovels, pitch forks, rakes, spike mauls and pry bars did it all.  And remember, we have 
another 5-6 tracks to go!  Meanwhile, Fred is fabricating new indexing plates for each track to      
ensure the turntable doesn’t move when trains operate on and off of it.  Once our rigging contractor 
moves the two dinkys and Caboose #12 onto the finished display tracks (#1 and #2), we’ll be ready 
to install tracks #3 and #7.  If you haven’t been following us on our Facebook page, you really need 
to go on and check out  the photos of how all this work was done.   
 
Aside from laying tracks, we’ve also gotten back to basics working on the  
equipment.  Progress on Locomotive #35 and the Ping Pong Coach are         
reported elsewhere in this newsletter, but the efforts have been exhaustive.  An 
army of volunteers have descended upon the World’s Fair Cab which hasn’t 
seen significant work since we acquired it back in the late 1990’s.  Time and the 
elements have taken a toll, but our people have been busy removing paint and 

rust, repairing damaged areas and applying fresh primer.  
We hope to have this project completed by the end of June, 
with the unit back in the bright orange and gray paint it wore 
at the 1964/65 NY World’s Fair.  Similar efforts are being put into Dinky Diesel 
#398, though on a much lesser scale.  Damage from a sideswipe while in      
service is being repaired and all necessary bodywork is being performed.  Once 
complete, this unit will be repainted into a new and original paint scheme.  As an 
operating locomotive that will eventually pull Caboose #12 on short train rides 
within the yard, we felt it appropriate that it represent the Museum properly.  
We’re sure everyone will love the new look! 
 

We encourage you to consider coming down and lending us some of your time as we continue to 
make great strides with YOUR museum.  You can also stop by on any Saturday just to see what’s 
happening in person and take a spin on the turntable.  Be sure to follow us on Facebook for up to 
the minute information on all of our projects.   

PUTTING DOWN TRACKS...Volunteers installed over 90 linear feet of 

track, entirely by hand.  The photos below show how it was done, from 

painted lines, to a crushed concrete base, ties, rails and ballast.  The  

photo at left shows volunteers unloading a homemade ballast spreader,   

a product of the ingenuity of one of our dedicated volunteers! 
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Locomotive #35 Update by Ronnie Schnepf 

As of May, we are moving ever closer to obtaining approval from our partners at the Town of Oyster 
Bay for formal selection of a new contractor for the restoration of Locomotive #35.  We are hopeful 
that we will have further updates to that end as the year progresses.  In the meantime, with the    
arrival of warmer weather, our volunteers stand ready for another season of restoration work in  
Oyster Bay.  There’s no end to the work needing to be done and Locomotive #35 is in constant 
need of maintenance.   
 
The scrapping of a large number of boiler tubes, which will be replaced with new components if and 
when the locomotive operates in the future, has freed up a great deal of storage space in the yard, 
and also yielded some funds added directly back into the locomotive’s fundraising account.  Word 
has also spread of our efforts 
with the recent publication of 
an article in the Keystone, 
news magazine of the   
Pennsylvania Railroad   
Technical and Historical    
Society.  Stay tuned as we 
continue to “build steam”   
toward Locomotive #35     
returning to former glory! 

 
 

An article published in the May issue of the “Keystone”, newsmagazine of the 

PRRT&HS, updates readers on the progress being made on Locomotive #35. 

LEFT:  Steve Torborg took 4500 lbs of scrap steel, including the surplus superheater tubes, to the scrapper,      

generating over $550 in cash toward the project.  Locomotive #35 helping Locomotive #35! 

CENTER:  Ronnie Schnepf reads through the files in our boxcar researching the lengthy history of Locomotive #35.  

The museum maintains detailed records dating back to 1955 when the locomotive was transferred by the LIRR. 

RIGHT:  Locomotive #35’s journal boxes, shoes, wedges, valve gear and much more are neatly palletized, awaiting 

shipment to the contractor that will renew these parts and reassemble the running gear for the locomotive.  

LEFT:  Reading and Northern T-1 4-8-4 Locomotive #2102 is towed back to the shops 

following a long day of “testing”, which in this case involved towing 100 empty hopper 

cars over 100 miles through eastern Pennsylvania on April 26th.    

Why is this relevant to Locomotive #35?  In a word, PASSION! 

Passion is what drives projects such as ours.  Seeing operating steam locomotives 

reinvigorates us, and reminds us as to just what we’re working toward.   
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Since last year when we opened up for our first season, many improvements have been made to 
the Museum building.   
 
Our volunteers removed a lot of excess electrical cables 
that were no longer hooked up to the circuit breaker panel 
and filled quite a few openings in the brick walls where old 
fixtures were previously removed by the LIRR before they 
turned the building over to the Town of Oyster Bay.  We 
had Wi- Fi installed to allow us to finally accept credit cards 
which increased our sales by 40% over the last year in the 
old visitors center.  The volunteers, led by George     
Schlicter, fabricated and built a new 12 foot long by 8 foot 
wide O gauge layout and we installed new displays        
featuring Model Railroading scales as well as another    
featuring the LIRR’s involvement in the NEW YORK 
World’s Fairs of 1939/40 & 1964/65. 

 
Also installed for this year was an artifact from the former Nassau 
Tower which stood almost 100 years in Mineola and was removed for 
the new 3

rd
 track. We were fortunate that our friend, Danny Quinn of 

the LIRR knew how important this artifact was to OBRM as it featured 
the LONG ISLAND SUNRISE SPECIAL logo which adorned the tender 
of G5s #21 and was a permanent part of the North tower wall. He 
worked with the LIRR and 3TC, the contractors to make sure it was 
saved and turned over to OBRM. This tender was retired along with 
our #35 steam locomotive and is in our possession in the display yard. 
 
Our biggest upgrades however, were the addition of our 2 new      
bathrooms and all of the new  plumbing under the building. We now 
have running water and working 
facilities! No more porta potties 
at the Museum building. 
 

We have to thank one of our biggest supporters, Steve    
Minicozzi, who donated his labor and the fixtures to build 
them. All that is left now is a bit more electrical work to hook 
up the water heater and all of the electrical fixtures such as 
the lights and hand driers. 
 
Once we are given the new Certificate of Occupancy, we will 
open our museum doors to the public. 

Station Update by Gary Farkash 
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Ping Pong Coach Update by Richard Sierra 

Over the past few months, the team has been hard at work doing a complete tear-down of many of 
the interior components of the car. The removal of these parts has allowed the team to clean out 
sand and dirt which was trapping moisture and accelerating corrosion. Having these parts            
uninstalled provides greater access to other components that need repair and will also allow us to 
restore the parts prior to reinstalling them, allowing for a higher quality finished product. With the 
ceiling panels having been removed along the north and south sides of the car, the team is now  
preparing to bring the tear-down phase of the project to a close and begin a new phase to begin  
repairs to the roof and the north side of the car.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Having recently obtained the necessary tools and equipment, the team and anyone wishing to join, 
will have the unique opportunity to learn exciting new skills in blacksmithing and hot riveting.             
Recently, George and Joe conducted repairs to our coal forge. With the forge now in operable    
condition, the team was afforded the opportunity to fire it up for the first time since acquiring it. After 
our first test of the forge was unable to achieve temperatures high enough for forging steel with    
anthracite coal, Rich researched the issue and learned that bituminous coal is better suited for 
blacksmithing. Once the bituminous coal was obtained, Rich, Stacey, and Ronnie fired up the forge 
once more. Not only was our second test of the forge successful in reaching sufficient temperatures 
for forging, the forge reached temperatures so high that we accidentally melted a few of our test  
rivets! For reference, steel has a melting point between 2,500 – 2,700 degrees Fahrenheit!   

 

The removal of the ceiling panels along the 
sides of the car provide access to the roof from 

the interior. 
Joe and Rich carefully remove the bathroom 
wall towards the west end of the passenger 

compartment, permitting access to the ceiling 
panel above. 

Stacey making sparks fly with the angle 
grinder. 

Joe welds a broken fan blade back to 
the fan for the forge's blower. 

Inside the forge's blower, all 
new hardware was installed. 
A wooden handle was also 

installed to insulate the oper-
ator's hand from the heat. 

Rich adds coal to the forge while Ron-
nie cranks the blower during the sec-

ond test of the forge. 

The coal fire rages white hot as Rich 
continues to crank the blower. 
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The 3D model of the window frame as-
sembly designed by Javier. 

Various 3D printed prototypes alongside their origi-
nal counterparts. A prototype of one of the channels for 

the window frame assembly during the 
3D printing process. 

Ping Pong Coach Update...continued by Richard Sierra 

The successful testing of our forge marks a significant accomplishment and milestone in the journey 
of our Ping-Pong restoration project that enables the team to proceed with developing new skills 
and techniques to aid in our restoration efforts. Our focus will now shift to mastering the art of      
riveting. Dom, one of our newer volunteers, recently joined Rich at the yard to take measurements 
for supplies to be ordered. Patches will then be installed and riveted along the roof line before     
proceeding with replacing the north wall. In addition to hot riveting, a working forge will also allow us 
to test various casting methods based on 3D printed models. Over the past few months, Javier has 
created highly detailed and accurate 3D printed prototypes of various components. These           
prototypes will be used to create molds for casting molten aluminum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are also pleased to announce that the museum has been awarded a $5,000 Heritage grant by 
the National Railway Historical Society for the Ping-Pong coach restoration. The grant funds will 
greatly assist the team in completing the restoration of the coach and we couldn’t be more thankful. 
These are exciting times for the Ping-Pong restoration project and we hope you join us as we      
embark on this fun and exciting adventure! 
 
A very special “THANK YOU” to our friends at both the Long Island Sunrise Trail Chapter and the 
Twin Forks Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society who’s endorsements of this project 
and the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum no doubt helped to make this award possible.   



9 

OBRM In The News by Steven Torborg 

In the past, we’ve reported on the efforts of the kids at Player Development SXM, a combination  

Little League Team and after school group for at-risk kids in St. Maarten.  These incredible kids, 

headed by their Coach Tom Burnett, have been raising money for Steam Locomotive #35 for      

several years, raising over $6000 to date.  When they’re not playing baseball or raising money, 

they’re learning about different things such as animals, plants and of course, trains.  Much of what 

they learn is later written about in the “Kids” section of the St. Maarten Daily Herald, the official 

newspaper of Dutch St. Maarten. 

We share this with you, our followers and supporters, so you can see the impact Locomotive #35 

and the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum are having, even on a bunch of kids, most of whom have  

never even seen a train in person, and who live 2200 miles away.  We thank Malik and the rest of 

the kids of Player Development, and we thank you for your continued support! 
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