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Locomotive #35 Update by Ronnie Schnepf 

As of May, we are moving ever closer to obtaining approval from our partners at the Town of Oyster 
Bay for formal selection of a new contractor for the restoration of Locomotive #35.  We are hopeful 
that we will have further updates to that end as the year progresses.  In the meantime, with the    
arrival of warmer weather, our volunteers stand ready for another season of restoration work in  
Oyster Bay.  There’s no end to the work needing to be done and Locomotive #35 is in constant 
need of maintenance.   
 
The scrapping of a large number of boiler tubes, which will be replaced with new components if and 
when the locomotive operates in the future, has freed up a great deal of storage space in the yard, 
and also yielded some funds added directly back into the locomotive’s fundraising account.  Word 
has also spread of our efforts 
with the recent publication of 
an article in the Keystone, 
news magazine of the   
Pennsylvania Railroad   
Technical and Historical    
Society.  Stay tuned as we 
continue to “build steam”   
toward Locomotive #35     
returning to former glory! 

 
 

An article published in the May issue of the “Keystone”, newsmagazine of the 

PRRT&HS, updates readers on the progress being made on Locomotive #35. 

LEFT:  Steve Torborg took 4500 lbs of scrap steel, including the surplus superheater tubes, to the scrapper,      

generating over $550 in cash toward the project.  Locomotive #35 helping Locomotive #35! 

CENTER:  Ronnie Schnepf reads through the files in our boxcar researching the lengthy history of Locomotive #35.  

The museum maintains detailed records dating back to 1955 when the locomotive was transferred by the LIRR. 

RIGHT:  Locomotive #35’s journal boxes, shoes, wedges, valve gear and much more are neatly palletized, awaiting 

shipment to the contractor that will renew these parts and reassemble the running gear for the locomotive.  

LEFT:  Reading and Northern T-1 4-8-4 Locomotive #2102 is towed back to the shops 

following a long day of “testing”, which in this case involved towing 100 empty hopper 

cars over 100 miles through eastern Pennsylvania on April 26th.    

Why is this relevant to Locomotive #35?  In a word, PASSION! 

Passion is what drives projects such as ours.  Seeing operating steam locomotives 

reinvigorates us, and reminds us as to just what we’re working toward.   


