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Welcome to the newest edition of our membership newsletter, the
“Oyster Bay Express”. We bring you this quarterly publication in order
that our members and supporters may stay informed as to current
activities at the Museum. So sit back, read along and enjoy!
If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this
publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject
“NEWSLETTER”. Thank you for your continued support!

For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions,
or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and
facilities, visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM.
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NEW:

We’re happy to announce we also have our own channel on
YouTube. Simply search OYSTER BAY RAILROAD MUSEUM in your
YouTube browser to view numerous videos created for and by OBRM.
Special thanks to John Petsche for creating this exciting new feature!
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, and in the interest of
the safety of our members, volunteers and supporters, we
have resumed regular work sessions with some restrictions.
As always, please monitor our website and especially our
Facebook page for updates as things progress. Meanwhile,
we’ll bring you up to speed on our progress in this issue of
the Oyster Bay Express, as well as providing you with some
of our new policies. Until things return to normal, all
meetings and special events will remain on hold.
As always, we wish you all good health and happiness!

Preserving
the Past for
the Future
1

President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President
In our Spring Newsletter, I referenced the effects that the virus was having on
all of our personal and professional lives. We have all taken up the
challenge of combating the disease, and as a result, the Oyster Bay Railroad
Museum, along with others, were given the go-ahead to re-open as part of
Phase 4. I am happy to report that we successfully resumed operations at
the Visitor Center and Display Yard the weekend of July 18 and 19, following
all the New York State Department of Health Reopening Safety Plan. Face
masks, social distancing and the availability of hand sanitizers are part of the
new regimen for our visitors, volunteers and members. Attendance was
good, and many of our visitors were enthusiastic at the opportunity to enjoy
the Museum experience.
Going forward, we will continue to operate and
with the dedication of our volunteers and members, meet the challenges that lie ahead.
A very warm welcome to two newly- elected Board members, Ronald Schneph, and James
Werner. Both of these individuals have the skills, talent and enthusiasm to advance the mission of
the Museum.
Thanks to all for your support during this difficult time, and stay safe! I am always available to
answer your questions, accept your recommendations and criticisms.
Just email me
at johnspecce@gmail.com.

Board of Directors by Robert Brusca, OBRM Vice President
Over the past several months, the Museum added four new board members, two of which were to
fill vacancies left by the departure of Lauren Daitz and Joshua Stoff. Existing board members Leon
Daitz and Joel Friedman were summarily reelected to their positions. We thank all for their service!

Ronnie Schnepf- Ronnie has worked on behalf of the Museum since 2010 as a yard site
volunteer, with a particular interest in Locomotive #35, including active involvement in other
important matters related to the restoration. Ronnie is the current president of the Long Island
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Railroad Technical and Historical Society, and also works closely with
the Twin Forks Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society. Ronnie resides and works as an
attorney in Bay Shore.
Jim Werner- Jim has long been a supporter of the goals and mission of the Museum. Jim currently
serves as the President of the Youth and Family Counseling Agency of Oyster Bay-East Norwich,
coaches youth baseball, sails competitively with Sagamore Yacht Club in Oyster Bay, and
previously served as President of the Oyster Bay Rotary Club. Jim is a certified financial planner
with Halliday Financial in Glen Head and resides in East Norwich with his wife and 2 sons (who love
visiting the Museum!).
Ann Balderston-Glynn- Ann is a long time supporter of the Museum and an Emmy award-winning
producer with over 2 decades of experience in video production, writing, directing, and
photojournalism. Ann has produced more than 2 dozen documentaries and has developed 2 cable
channels, numerous original TV shows, and commercials. Ann is a graduate of New York
University Tisch School of the Arts, currently serves as Creative Director for Cove Living Magazine
and Brookville Living Magazine, and resides in Oyster Bay with her husband and 2 children.
Thomas Brick- Tom is a railroad enthusiast, having worked for the Penn Central Railroad during 2
Summers while in college, with an excellent working knowledge of railroads, including system
networks, locomotives, and rolling stock. Tom is a funeral director, a father to 3, grandfather to 7,
and resides in Bayside.
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Shop Report by Gary Farkash, Committee Chair
After the outbreak of COVID-19, formal work sessions were shut
down to “stop the spread”. However, some volunteers simply could
not be deterred. Thus, working with masks and social distancing,
they worked to make the rest of the major safety tweaks to the
turntable. With the majority of this work completed, we were able to
obtain our insurance certificate permitting us to provide “rides” to our
visitors on an operating turntable. Our turntable is the only operating
unit on private land in the metropolitan NY region and one of only 2
operating turntables, the other being in the Morris Park Shops of the
LIRR. To date, all of the safety grating has been installed, primed,
painted and capped with aluminum trim. We have a few minor details
that we are still working on to ensure all safety precautions have
been taken, but we’re very close to being finished.
As for the rest of the display yard, our
Worlds Fair Alco FA-1 diesel cab is
undergoing an extensive repainting, George Schlicter applies black
including the complete removal of all old
paint to the turntable fencing.
paint and primer, metal repairs as
necessary, and two coats of oil based gray and orange over “Extend”
and primer.
Work is still continuing on the Ping Pong Coach as manpower permits.
Welding to repair holes in the body, installation of additional floor
supports and the fabrication of “dams” that will prevent poured concrete
from escaping the sides of the car all need to be done before we can put
the new corrugated steel floor in place and seal it up. Once this is all
done, we can work toward pouring the new concrete floor.
Gap fillers are installed on the
turntable, finished and painted. As for our two 25 ton diesel

“Dinky” locomotives, #398 (yellow
unit) and #397 (blue/grey) have been readied for the season.
Our master plan is to put #398 on its own track near the west
fence line, off the turntable and to turn #397 around for
visitors to enter. This will entail moving some equipment
around, most notably the M7 and DE simulators. This is all
part of our plan to develop the Yard into what will ultimately
be our final plan for layout and operations.

Showing the first (lighter) coat and the
second (darker) coat of orange paint.

Speaking of operations,
Fred Rubin makes steel repairs to the
One integral part of our
overall plan, whether for window ledges on the Ping Pong Coach.
operating or displaying trains, includes a need for track to be
laid out radiating from the turntable. Thanks to member John
Petsche, surplus rail (about 50 pieces) has been located on an
abandoned siding not far from Oyster Bay. Plans are to
remove the rail during a fall work session and have it trucked to
our Oyster Bay Yard for storage and eventual installation. This
will include plates, bars and other hardware. Stay tuned to our
Facebook page and email alerts for work session notices.
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Station Update by Gary Farkash, Committee Member
As the restoration of our Historic Presidential
Train Station proceeds, our contractor is
performing paint removal on the South
elevation. The new doorways and all
replacement windows have been installed on
the entire building, with the existing windows
having been stripped and restored.
Currently, this station has its 5 entry ways, as
it did when first built. Brick and masonry have
been repaired and replaced on the East/West/
South façade, and where needed around the
doors and windows.
Tim Lee of TML has assembled a great group of workers to ensure that the work goes smooth and
with the best possible results. Bill Bourne, our Masonry expert has done a phenomenal job of
integrating new and old brick into the old Station walls, almost seamlessly.

Employees of TML Construction perform paint removal, brick and stucco work on the south elevation of the station.
Work already done and awaiting completion are evident on the east and west sides of the building.

Extensive brickwork is performed to ensure a seamless finished exterior. Stripped woodwork and restored stucco with
inlaid oyster shells on the west end. TML employee strips and restores an original window frame inside the station.
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Locomotive #35 Update by Ronnie Schnepf, Committee Chair
While we continue to work out a deal for the continued restoration of our parts out of state, work has
progressed steadily on Locomotive #35’s boiler and firebox in Oyster Bay. Volunteers Fred, Ed and
John have continued their work with the redressing of useable mounting studs and the replacement
of those too damaged for reuse. These will permit the reinstallation of various components including running boards, the power reverse assembly, and eventually the compound air compressor.
Additionally, staybolt caps on the firebox that have corroded through are being replaced with those
obtained over the winter to prevent water getting into those areas and further corroding the staybolts
themselves. Approximately 50 to 60 caps will be replaced. Studs are also being replaced and redressed on the firebox for the reinstallation of the locomotive cab mounting brackets.
Finally, several large brackets and braces that work as cab supports have been cleaned, primed
and painted before being affixed to the locomotive frame. The ultimate objective is to reassemble
the locomotive cab, boiler and frame assemblies. In the near term, it will permit us to decrease the
amount of space these parts are taking up in the yard. In the long term, they will become an interactive display where the locomotive can be moved onto the turntable for various events,
and...looking like a steam locomotive, it can be used to raise funds for further restoration work.

Fred Rubin installs newly fabricated studs, specially made to PRR specifications. New Studs
are plainly obvious on the boiler. Restored cab supports are affixed to the locomotive frame.

Fred Rubin uses a torch to heat the staybolt caps so they can be removed. John Petsche cleans and dresses the
staybolts in preparation for new caps to be installed. The newly installed staybolt cap is obviously different.
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