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Welcome to the newest edition of our membership newsletter, the 

“Oyster Bay Express”.  We bring you this quarterly publication in order 

that our members and supporters may stay informed as to current     

activities at the Museum.  So sit back, read along and enjoy! 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this  

publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject 

“NEWSLETTER”.  Thank you for your continued support!  

For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions, 

or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and  

facilities, visit us on facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM. 

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS 

If you are not already, we Invite you to become a member of the Oyster 
Bay Railroad Museum.  Benefits include free admission to the Museum 
for you and your guests, a 10% discount for purchases at the Museum 
store, and  advance notice of special events. 

 

Signing up is easy.  Simply go to our website at www.obrm.org and 
click on “MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEERS”.  Payments may be made  
securely on line with credit/debit cards or PayPal.  You may also send a 
check or money order via US Mail. Donations may be made in the 
same manner. Membership is included for all donations above $35.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, October 12 12 Noon  Membership Meeting 
  

Annual membership and informational update to be held at the historic 
Oyster Bay Train Station.  Refreshments will be provided. 

ALL ARE WELCOME  

 

Saturday, October 19 10am-4pm  Annual Oyster Festival 

Sunday, October 20  10am-4pm  Annual Oyster Festival 
 

This year, we are looking to staff our Visitor’s Center, Station and Yard 
for visitors instead of doing a food booth.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
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Be sure to mark your calendars for Saturday, October 12th, for the 
Museum's Annual meeting commencing at noon..The venue will be 
the landmark historic station, which is undergoing renovation, so this 
is an opportunity to see first-hand the progress that is being made in 
the restoration.  Additionally, committees will present progress re-
ports, and a very interesting power point program highlighting Loco-
motive 35 will be featured.  Light refreshments will be served and a 
tour of the Display Yard and Visitor Center will follow the            
meeting.  We’re looking forward to seeing you on the 12th! 
 
A lot has gone on since our last Oyster Bay Express Newsletter, and 
I think you'll agree, after reading the various reports, that the        
Museum continues to be very fortunate to have dedicated volunteers 
that make the Oyster Bay Railroad Museum a vibrant and relative 
experience for our visitors.  Education, Preservation, History and Fun 
are what we are about and I urge you to stop by on a weekend and 
get to know your Museum on a personal basis! 

President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President 

Education Update by William Burke, Committee Chair 

It's been a busy summer for the Education Program this year. Visits by The Center for                  
Developmental Disabilities in August and the Rosa Lee Young Childhood Center in July have kept 
the education team busy and young people entertained as well as educated on railroading at our 
museum. We have scheduled the third grade from the Vernon School in East Norwich for five class 
visits and tours in October and the Learning Tree of Oyster Bay for May, as well as five               
Kindergarten classes from the Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School for tours, also in May.  
Needless to say, our Education Committee continues it's work with the Long Island Museum        
Association scheduling a workshop in Dix Hills in September and continued conversations about 
potential grants with the Museum      
Association of New York. We are      
confidant that we are truly fulfilling our 
goal of being a resource for education 
and fun for students of all ages.  
 

NEWSFLASH!! The Oyster Bay       

Railroad Museum and the Education 

Program have been selected by STOP 

and SHOP store leadership as the 

benefiting non-profit in the Community 

Bag Program for the month of          

OCTOBER. The Education Committee 

will be the main point of contact though 

out the campaign and will receive $1.00 

for every bag sold . More information to 

follow, but please support our campaign 

by purchasing a few reusable bags at 

Stop and Shop in October. 

Two of our young visitors from the  Center for                  
Developmental Disability facility in Woodbury 

Long Island Newsday 
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Marketing Update by Dottie Simons, Committee Chair 

 

Since our last Newsletter, the Marketing Committee has been working hard to promote the Museum 
and its mission. 
 
On June 20th, the Museum celebrated the Summer Solstice by hosting its 12th annual Picnic By the 
Bay at the iconic Seawanhaka Corinthian Yacht Club overlooking Oyster Bay harbor.  Guests were 
treated to a delicious buffet dinner, libation, entertainment and the chance to win fantastic 
prizes.  Local government officials present added to the festivities. Through the hard work of the 
committee members, a record amount of funds were raised. 
 
For a second year, the Museum has partnered with the Nassau County Library System in offering 
free passes to the Museum.  Those availing themselves of the program enjoy a day to enjoy all the 
Museum has to offer. 
 
During the main tourism season, for the 8th year, the Museum and the LIRR offer a one day "Spend 
A Day in Oyster Bay" program which includes round trip rail fare, free admission to the Museum and 
other historic destinations, and  discount coupons to eating establishments.  Representatives from 
OBRM meet the trains at the Oyster Bay station and escort them to the Visitor Center where they 
receive their packets and a Museum tote bag.   
 
Although it is still summer, plans are underway for the very popular Holiday Express weekend     
during the month of December.  More information will follow. 
 
Be sure to visit us on the web at www.obrm.org for current information on Museum activities. 

Summer Solstice 2019 

http://www.obrm.org/
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Shop Report by Gary Farkash, Committee Chair 

2019 has turned out to be a BANNER YEAR, so far. 
Many projects are being worked on and one has been 
completed. 

  
With much needed and appreciated assistance from the 
men of the Long Island Garden Railway Society 
(L.I.G.R.S), and with a HUGE assist and donations of 
everything that can be seen, by our dear friend, noted 
author and LIRR Historian, Dave Morrison, our garden 
railroad is up and running!  

  
Our volunteers marked and 
created the area where the 
railway was placed. They dug out and laid out the perimeter with used 
railroad ties, then filled it in with a deep layer of crushed stone and finally 
topped it off with mulch to create a soft bed upon which the track was 
placed. The area around the layout was also cleaned up and leveled so 
people could walk around it. They needed to dig out trenches to install  
underground electric service which gave us plenty of spare electricity to 
power any tools in the area as well.  It was quite an undertaking, but in 
the end, the results were 
well worth the many hours 
of sweat put in! 
 

From OBRM: Dave Morrison, Paul Floroff,       
George Schlicter, John Specce, Steve Torborg,     
Bob Phelps, Steve Bauer, Bernard Sanganito,      
John LaValle. John Petsche, Gary Farkash. 
From L.I.G.R.S.: Steve Gaherty, Nick Guarino,     
Mike Kmeth, Dan Saporito, Steve Gaherty,            
Nick Guarino, Mike Kmeth and Dan Saporito. 
 
A JOB WELL DONE, and THANK YOU!!! 
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Not be forgotten, our Turntable is having its entire electrical assembly 
installed and wired up to the control stand and motor. The motor was  
rebuilt about ten years ago by the late Bill Dumper of WhitCraft Electric 
of Farmingdale. We then installed the motor carrier back into the pit and 
attached it to the bridge. The motor was installed and we added a 
wooden deck on top. The electric service has been wired from LIPA to a 
master cutoff switch and four wires were routed above and over the 
bridges arch. These provide the power to the contacts inside the arch. 
Then the electricity runs down and under the bridge to the control stand 
and finally to the motor.  

 
This is very intricate work and has not 
been done by a non railroad entity in a 
very long time.  Over the next few 
weeks, with help from other electricians 
including our own Steve Bauer, we    
expect to have this job done! 
 
John Petsche got our GE Diesel engine 
(Dinky) running strong, so after the  

turntable is made to operate, we will bring in a crane to place it and     
caboose #50 on top. We are working with Railroad Construction Corp to 
level the ring rail and install running rails on the deck of the turntable. We 
also plan to add a 70 foot length of track which will give us about 140 feet 

of track on which to operate the “Dinky” and 
give caboose rides. 
  
Another project that we had geared up for was installing scaffolding on 
the North side of the Ping Pong Coach which will allow us to begin steel 
replacement on the same side of the car. Much of this side has seen sig-
nificant rot through almost 100 years of service and we will need plenty of 
patch panels and Mig wire to complete the task. The new floor will be 
placed inside over the winter to get ready to pour a new concrete floor   
inside. The windows and seat frames will also be reinstalled by the end of 
spring to let this happen. The last thing we will do is a good coating of rust     
converter, two coats of primer and two coats of the proper Tuscan red or 
Tichy Grey paint. This has yet to be decided by the volunteers and board. 

  
As if all this progress 
weren’t enough, John 
Specce converted 
our donated golf cart 
into a virtual      
miniature locomotive 
that has already 
proven a great draw 
for our visitors! 
 

Shop Report...continued by Gary Farkash, Committee Chair 
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Since the last newsletter, our contractor Mario Baldino 
and his crew have completed the fabrication and     
installation of the Tudor trim work that he LIRR         
removed in the early 1940’s. 
 
We don’t have an exact date, however, when I       
purchased a set of Blueprints that I found on EBAY, 
they were dated 1942 and showed the removal of the 
West side passenger sheds and the new gable roof 
over the Western door. This is the same side that we 
now have restored, but without either the gable roof or 
the passenger sheds. 

 

When we brought in a paint expert, it was       
determined that the embedded oyster shells 
were originally in a “raw” state. No pun in-
tended, but merely that they were not originally 
painted as our expert found more than enough 
dirt on top of the shells, under the many layers 
of LIRR applied paint, to make this                 
determination. This is proof that just like the    
sister station in Southampton, the oyster shells 
on our Oyster Bay station were not originally 
painted. 
 

Our last hurdle which was recently conquered was to 
match the color that was originally applied to the raw 
exterior wood trim. This took a few months to match. 
However, we needed a stain that would stand up the 
elements and to that end; it took exhaustive research 
to find a product. So, we turned to the boat and   
shipping industry and found the product that will give 
us the color (custom mixed) and the longevity that we 
need. 
 
Over the summer, a sample of the wood was lightly 
sanded and different solutions of the stain were     
applied. This application, when completed will give us 
the look and richness that we desire and will naturally 
complement the painted brick that is original to our 
station building.  
 
 
I can almost hear TR showing off “HIS” station! 

Station Update by Gary Farkash, Committee Member 
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Locomotive #35 Update by Steven Torborg, Committee Chair 

Fred Rubin and John Petsche worked      
non-stop on Saturdays and during the week 
to get the steelwork for the cab of              
Locomotive #35 ready for paint. Rotted areas 
were cut out and new patches welded in.  
Curved angle iron support braces that were 
too badly damaged to save were removed 
and replacements were fabricated on site by 
Fred.  All of the walls have been made whole 
and solid with new steel welded in where 
needed. John even used the opportunity to 
teach his girlfriend Hannah how to mig weld. 
Now, that’s dedication! We wish him well in 
his new job and new home in New Jersey. 
  
Work has now begun on some of the detail parts.  The original steel seat 
frames were repaired and are almost ready to be reinstalled.  Window 
tracks have been removed and replacements will be fabricated.      
Meanwhile, what was left of the original wood window frames were 
brought to volunteer Mike Efthymiou, who will fabricate whole new     
windows at his home wood shop, as well as a new front door..  Many 
more details will be tended to as time and manpower allow before the 
cab is remounted on the firebox as yet another interactive display. 
  
All the while, Fred and John began preparing #35’s boiler for the repair 
of remaining studs and the installation of new studs AND new Stay Bolt 
caps. The Stay Bolt caps were originally made for #35’s sister, #39 
which is owned by the RR Museum of L.I. (RMLI) but have been found to 

be non-compliant. RMLI decide to use these as a fundraising tool and John contacted them to see 
how many remained. He then made a package deal and we purchased them for installation.  While 
#35 won’t be operational any time in the near future, we want to preserve and protect the original 
materials as much as possible, while still cosmetically restoring the locomotive as much as we can.                   

 
 



8 

Locomotive #35 Update by Steven Torborg, Committee Chair 

As all this material work has been ongoing, our young    
fundraising team on the Caribbean island of St. Maarten 
have continued their hard work.  To date, these amazing kids 
have managed to raise over $4,000 through the collection 
and recycling of aluminum can pop-tops, bake sales and 
straight up marketing on social media.  They even created 
an Oyster Bay Railroad Museum patch, selling one hundred 
themselves and donating the other two hundred to the      
museum!   
 
The Oyster Bay Railroad 
Museum remains dedicated 
to the preservation and          
restoration of Steam       
Locomotive #35.  For   
regular updates on the   
restoration work,          
fundraising efforts and    
future plans, please “like” 
our facebook page LIRR 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE 
#35.  Better yet, consider 
making a donation to the 
project and we’ll send you a 
patch!  Just $7 ($5          
donation, $2 shipping). 


