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Welcome to the newest edition of our membership newsletter, the 
“Oyster Bay Express”.  We bring you this quarterly publication in order 
that our members and supporters may stay informed as to current     
activities at the Museum.  So sit back, read along and enjoy! 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions regarding this  

publication, feel free to reach out to us at LIRR35@aol.com, subject 

“NEWSLETTER”.  Thank you for your continued support!  

For more up-to-date information on museum events and work sessions, 

or to view a virtually endless supply of photos of our equipment and  

facilities, visit us on facebook at www.facebook.com/OBRRM. 

For Locomotive #35 updates, visit www.facebook.com/lirr35. 

MEMBERSHIP & DONATIONS 

We Invite you to become a member of the Oyster Bay Railroad        
Museum.  Benefits include free admission to the Museum for you and 
your guests, a 10% discount for purchases at the Museum store, and  
advance notice of special events. 

Signing up is easy.  Simply go to our website at www.obrm.org and 
click on “MEMBERSHIP/VOLUNTEERS”.  Payments may be made  
securely on line with credit/debit cards or PayPal.  You may also send a 
check or money order via US Mail. Donations may be made in the 
same manner. Membership is included for all donations above $35.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 14 & 15 34th Annual Oyster Festival        11am-6pm                                     
   Theodore Roosevelt Park    
  Please visit our booth at the Food Court 

 

October 21  Annual Membership Meeting 12 Noon 
   Historic Oyster Bay Train Station   
 Informational Update, Memorabilia Sales, Refreshments  

 

December 9 & 10 Holiday Express Open House 12pm-4pm 
   OBRM Visitors Center    
   102 Audrey Avenue, Oyster Bay   
 Santa Claus, Raffles, Model Trains and Hot Apple Cider      

  Trackless Train Ride for kids and adults alike 
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Education Update by William Burke, Committee Chair 

The Museum continues to make  strides in all areas that enhance the experience of those visiting 
our multi-site campus.  None of the accomplishments are possible without the dedication of our   
volunteers, who, in whatever capacity they contribute, bring vitality to the organization.  You will 
read about their accomplishments in this newsletter, but as President, I see, firsthand, on a daily  
basis, their devotion to the Museum.  Our valued members also provide financial support which is 
very important to the Museum's operation.  If  you have not already done so, may I suggest you visit 
our website at www.obrm.org to learn more.    Should you have any questions, suggestions, etc., 
regarding OBRM please contact me at 516-532-3081 or johnspecce@gmail.com. 

On a somber note I am sad to report the passing of our Advisory Board member, William 
Withuhn.  Bill, a historian, museum professional, journalist, author, short-line executive,            
preservationist, and engineering consultant died on June 29 at age 75 in Burson, California, after a 
long illness.  He was best known for his nearly 30 year career at the Smithsonian's National        
Museum of American History, where he was curator of transportation.  Bill lectured at the Museum 
several years ago, and his guidance on our locomotive 35 restoration project provided invaluable 
insight.  He was also an active volunteer on locomotive #35 in the 70’s and 80’s.  He will be missed. 

President’s Report by John Specce, OBRM President 

After years of designing our programs, writing New York State educator-designed curriculum guides 
and worksheets and contacting many local schools and organizations about our programs, the     
education mission and committee efforts are providing some satisfying results. The committee has 
expanded and welcomes another very experienced and talented educator in Joel Friedman, a      
retired school administrator and tech expert, to our team.  
 
The Education Program has conducted six student tours since the spring for students from Oyster 
Bay and East Islip schools and one for a summer youth program in August. In addition, the         
Outreach Education Program, designed for schools and organizations facing limited budgets,       
presented a workshop about the museum, railroading on Long Island and President Theodore   
Roosevelt to the Oyster Bay Life Enrichment Center on August 15th. The seniors were also able to 
view our recently launched museum video, which the Education Committee helped produce for the 
public, to rave reviews. (This video is accessible on our Facebook pages, website and YouTube.  
Search “Oyster Bay Railroad      
Museum”).  We were thrilled by their 
response and a requested group 
visit for our local senior     citizens is 
being scheduled for September. A 
grant proposal sponsored by 
"Trains Magazine" was also written 
and submitted by the committee in 
August. We are optimistic about our 
chances. 
 
The Education Committee is      
dedicated to fulfilling the education 
mission of the Oyster Bay Railroad 
Museum and looks forward to more 
growth at bringing learning and    
entertainment to the schools and 
communities of Long Island. 

East Islip School Group visits the Oyster Bay Station in August 

mailto:johnspecce@gmail.com
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Theodore Roosevelt School Kindergarten Classes Visitation 

May 15 & 16, 2017 
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The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum possesses an ever expanding collection of photographs covering 
the history of railroading on Long Island. A small selection from our archive will be on exhibit in the 
Visitor center for this season. All of these photos are unpublished and have never been seen by the 
general public. They span about 100 years of railroading on Long Island. All of the photos in our  
collection have been scanned for purposes of historic preservation. Should you have, or know      
anyone who has, any photography of trains, locomotives or railroad stations on Long Island from 
any era, we are always interested in obtaining them for our growing archives. 
 
As planning the exhibits for the future OBRM is ongoing,  pertinent artifacts and interactive exhibits 
are always being sought. The Museum has already gathered a fine collection of artifacts and        

archival items relevant to the history of railroading on Long Island, however most can not be shown 
until the renovation of the Station is complete. We are also planning a number of interactive exhibits 
that will help interpret the technology of railroading. Museums today can no longer be dusty         
collections of artifacts in cases, they must be fun, educational and enjoyable experiences for the   
entire family. This is how our museum will be a popular and 'family friendly' attraction. Visitors, and 
especially children, will be able to operate a number of devices so they will understand how         
railroading and locomotives operate. One of the best examples of this will be evident in a large    

cutaway model we had specially constructed by two skilled   
volunteers. The model  represents a Steam Locomotive and is 
not only cutaway to reveal the interior, it has been motorized 
(with lights and sound effects). By pressing a button, visitors 
can easily see how a steam locomotive operates through all the 
moving parts. This is the type of exhibit not seen in other     
Railroad museums but is clearly needed. We expect to have   
10-12 high quality interactive exhibits in the future OBRM. Of 
course, quality artifacts or concepts for simple interactive or 
'hands-on' exhibits are always welcome. 

 

Good news! 

We have recently been notified by the LIRR that they are   
donating 2 "simulators" (full scale mock-ups to train             
engineers).  One is an M7 electric cab, the other a diesel 
cab.  These will make a welcome addition to the Display 
Yard's collection and will delight young and old alike.  We 
thank the LIRR for these donations.  

 
 

As you may already be aware, the museum also owns a 40’ 
New Haven boxcar currently located in Holban Freight Yard 
in Queens.  The LIRR has notified us that they are unable to 
move it by rail, so Pedowitz Trucking will be moving this 
piece over the road to Oyster Bay, along with our two new 
simulators. We can’t afford to lose this prime artifact for     
numerous reasons, not the least of which is its storage      
capabilities!  More on this piece in our next issue! 

Exhibits and Collections by Joshua Stoff, Committee Chair 

LIRR M7 Electric Simulator 

LIRR DE/DM Diesel Simulator 
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Marketing Update by Dottie Simons, Committee Chair 

The Marketing Committee has been hard at work promoting the Museum and its mission. 
      
On June 22nd, the 10th annual Summer Solstice Celebration was held at the Seawanhaka          
Corinthian Yacht Club in Oyster Bay.  Attendees and guests enjoyed great food, libations, and     
entertainment.  Approximately $18,000 was raised at this fun-filled event.   

The Museum continues to partner with the LIRR in sponsoring a One-Day-Getaway program, 
"Spend A Day in Historic Oyster Bay Village".  This is the 5th year we have provided tourists with an 
enjoyable full day experience.  Arriving by train at Oyster Bay, a Museum representative greets 
them and accompanies them to our Visitor Center where they are provided with a tote bag and     
coffee mug, free admission to all Museum sites, along with an informational packet that includes a          
self-guided walking tour, discount coupons to local eating establishments, and free taxi service to 
Sagamore Hill and other attractions.   
 

The Committee is planning on combining the Annual Meeting with a sale of Museum railroad-related 
surplus items in mid-to-late October at the historic station. In addition, the 10th Holiday Express 
event is planned for the weekend of December 9th & 10th.  Adults and kids alike will experience  
holiday cheer at the Visitor Center, where hot cider, cookies, candy canes are provided while they 
delight in an operating holiday-themed train layout, experience the fun of a Trackless Train ride and 
a visit from Santa! 

 

Photos of the Tenth Annual 

Summer Solstice Celebration 

at the Seawanhaka Corinthian 

Yacht Club held on June 22nd.   
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The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum-A Brief History 

The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum traces it’s roots to a 
number of predecessor organizations, each of which    
centered around Steam Locomotive #35.  In 1955, the 
Long Island Rail Road retired the locomotive and donated 
it to the County of Nassau.  It was loaded onto a truck and 
moved to Eisenhower Park (then Salisbury Park) where it 
was displayed and cared for by the Long Island Sunrise 
Trail Chapter, National Railway Historical Society.  In 
1978, it was relocated to the old Mitchel Air Field where 
numerous attempts at restoration were made, including 
relocation to a tourist railroad in New Jersey.                 
Unfortunately, all of these efforts failed and by 1988, all 
hope had been lost.   

 

On a cold winter day in early 1990, a complaint was issued to the Nassau County Security office 
regarding some graffiti vandalism and trespassers in Mitchel Field in the vicinity of Building #10.  
Security Officer Steven Torborg was dispatched to check out the incident and report back.  Upon 
arrival, Steven found a very rusty locomotive covered in graffiti, surrounded by broken beer bottles 
and encased in a thick bed of waist high weeds.  Being a train buff, Steve decided that he and a few 
of his friends should be able clean up and repaint this tired old locomotive and make it look         
presentable.  Permission was obtained from the County to do so and a few gallons of gloss black 
paint were given for the effort.  One week later, a half dozen young volunteers commenced on a 
well meaning act that would ultimately result in the next chapter for locomotive #35. 

 

Over the next three and a half years, the volunteer base grew, both in number and in enthusiasm.  
All volunteers were signed up under the County’s Volunteer Program and the project was placed 
under the direction of the Cradle of Aviation Museum.  Cleaning and repainting of the locomotive 
gave way to the removal of parts that were subsequently scraped clean by hand, primed and        
repainted.  All records were kept in a briefcase and box in the trunk of Steve’s car while tools, parts 
and other items were stored inside the tender water tank.  Outdoor work benches were fabricated 
from wooden saw horses and scrap plywood and surplus street signs.  Work sessions were       
primitive at best, but the enthusiasm of the volunteers kept everyone going, even in the winter. 

 

As time wore on and the volunteer base grew, questions began to arise as to the long term plan for 
what exactly it was we were trying to do.  This group of County volunteers had dubbed itself the  

Locomotive #35 Restoration Committee, but      
being an informal group, they could not solicit funds 
or accept donations toward any sort of real goal.  At 
this point, Gary Farkash, a liquor distributor with his 
own business, suggested that a corporation be 
formed. This way the group could generate some 
funding to support the project and then a suitable 
home could be sought out where the locomotive 
could be restored and safely stored.  Thus, in 1994 
the Locomotive #35 Restoration Committee gave 
way to the Friends of Locomotive #35 Inc., a 501c3 
not-for-profit corporation.  Gary and Steve stayed at 
the helm and the organization continued to grow.   

Locomotive #35 in her final years of service 

Locomotive #35 at the Oyster Bay Station 

Steve Cryan Painting, commissioned by OBRM 
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As the years wore on, Gary and Steve 
heard more and more about the efforts 
to save and restore the historic Oyster 
Bay Train Station.  With the LIRR’s 
plans to move to high level platforms 
nearer to Fireman’s Field, the station 
would no longer be needed by the     
railroad.  It seemed a natural fit that a 
historic steam locomotive and a historic 
railroad station within ten miles of each 
other should come together.  Little did 
they know that like minded individuals in 
the hamlet of Oyster Bay had similar 
thoughts and the ball was already     
rolling toward making this a reality.  A 
meeting with the Town of Oyster Bay 
and the Oyster Bay Historical Society brought all entities together and put us all on the same track.  

 

In 2001, Steam Locomotive #35 was trucked 
to Oyster Bay and placed in a portion of the 
former LIRR Yard there which was leased to 
the Town of Oyster Bay.  Likewise, the Town 
was granted custodial access to the station, 
and work began there to commence           
restoration efforts.  In 2006, the group was 
again reincorporated as the Oyster Bay     
Railroad Museum, with the emphasis on 
being an all encompassing museum with a 
focus on not only preservation and             
restoration, but education as well. 

 

Since then, Gary and Steve have remained an active 
part of the organization while John Specce has taken 
the helm as it’s President.  John has brought         
together a team of very dedicated people who have 
moved the museum forward by leaps and bounds.  A 
long-term lease of the museum display yard was    
recently renewed with the MTA, placing OBRM as 
the leaseholder rather than the Town.  The station is 
now owned by the Town rather than the MTA, with 
OBRM as the custodian.  Both the station and the 
turntable are on the National Register of Historic 
Places, actively undergoing restoration.  The        
Museum has acquired 14 rail cars and displays, and 
is in possession of an extensive collection of historic     
artifacts.   
 

 

 

The Oyster Bay Railroad Museum, preserving the past for the future! 

Conceptual rendering of the future Oyster Bay Display Yard 

Volunteers poste with Locomotive #35 prior to moving to OB 
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Shop Report by Gary Farkash, Committee Chair 

The Shop committee is responsible for all rolling stock and equipment at the Museum's Display 
Yard.  This entails maintenance, restoration and repair by our volunteers. 
 
 
One of the major projects for 2017 has been the electrification of the landmark Turntable.  Built in 
1904, it was used to turn steam locomotives and also in the diesel era until the mid - 1980's.  As 
part of this project, new utility poles and wiring have been installed along with control panels.  Once 
everything is in place, the new electrical service will not only provide power in order that the       
Turntable will be operable, but enable the Yard to have sufficient electricity for lighting, illumination 
of train cars, tools and machinery.  It is anticipated that, weather permitting, the project will be    
completed by November of this year. 
 

Oyster Bay Turntable Newly installed yard electrical panels 
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Another major undertaking is the complete restoration of the vintage passenger coach, nicknamed 
"Ping Pong" because of its rough ride.  The coach is almost 100 years old and in remarkable shape, 
but over the years, time has taken its toll.  The floor, which is poured concrete, needs to be          
replaced, and in order to complete this task, seats are being removed and metal work                   
performed.  On the exterior, a lot of needle scaling (a method of removing accumulated paint and 
rust)  is being done to prepare the coach for welding repairs where necessary and ultimately     
painting.    

Part of our rolling stock collection is stored, through the courtesy of the Railroad Museum of Long 
Island, in Riverhead.  Consisting of 2 P-72 coaches (built circa 1955) and a baggage-mail car (built 
circa 1928), our volunteers have labored over many weekends to remove graffiti and repainting with 
a fresh coat of light grey on the coaches and red on the baggage-mail car, including interior clean-
ing and repairs.  When the time is appropriate, they will be transported to the Museum's Display 
Yard to become part of the permanent collection. 
 

Please note that all work sessions are posted in advance on our Facebook page, as well as weekly 
updates on all of our projects with photos.  Please check us out at:   www.facebook.com/OBRRM 

BM-60 Baggage Mail Car P-72 Coach #2956 P-72 Coach #2935 

Ping Pong Coach exterior view Ping Pong Coach interior view 



10 

Restoration of the historic        
landmark presidential railroad    
station is another major project the 
Museum is dedicated to.  As of this 
date, the following has been       
accomplished; 
 
The entire roof has been replaced 
with cedar shingles, along with 
copper gutters and downspouts. 
 
New doors and windows installed 
on the western and southern      
facades. 
 
New diamond transom windows 
were custom built and installed. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of one of 
our biggest supporters, two     

bathrooms and a utility room have been built and are ready for utility hookups in the future.  Also, 
the installation of  4 new diamond pane windows in these spaces add an aesthetic touch to the 
eastern facade. 
 
To prepare for the painting of 
the large amount of wood trim 
on the building, tests were    
completed by a specialist in this 
field to determine the best and           
most ecologically friendly way to       
remove the many layers of 
paint. 
 
Going forward, a contract has 
been awarded to complete the 
western façade. This will entail 
removing Oyster shell stucco 
from 3 windows that have been 
hidden since the 1940's and  
replace/repair those newly-
exposed leaded glass            
windows.   New wood trim that 
was previously removed will be 
replaced and painted, along with 
reapplying the Oyster shell  
stucco where needed.  In        
addition, some underpinning 
work will be completed on the 
southeast     corner. 
 
Upon completion of the station restoration, it will become the permanent home of the Museum. 

Station Update by Robert Brusca, Committee Member 
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Locomotive #35 Update by Steven Torborg, Committee Chair 

Scott Lindsay and his team of experts at Steam Operations Corp. have made great progress on the 
restoration of Locomotive #35’s drive wheels and axles.  Axles, wheels and tires have been         
separated as necessary.  Each has been sandblasted, inspected and primed.  Parts in need have 
been repaired, machined and fabricated. 
 

Meanwhile, a committee has been formed to continue the arduous task of fundraising for the        
locomotive so that the restoration process can continue.  Anyone with fundraising experience or 
available time and resources to research grants and other avenues of funding are encouraged to 
contact us at LIRR35@aol.com so we can let you know how you can help. 
 
 

After much discussion, the Locomotive 35 Committee recommended that the restoration process 
needed a more realistic direction.  Recognizing that the obstacles facing the restoration to full      
operating condition are substantial, we have decided to take a different approach.  Instead, we will 
be using the existing funding to fully restore the mechanical parts of the locomotive (wheels, axles, 
bearings, rods, pistons, cylinders, braking systems, etc.) and cosmetically restore the tender and the 
boiler.  This will permit us to exhibit a fully assembled and cosmetically restored locomotive at our 
Oyster Bay Yard.  Furthermore, being roadworthy, it will be capable of being moved by rail virtually 
anywhere.  With the addition of a smoke unit, sound system and other theatrical appliances, we will 
be able to use the locomotive as a fully assembled representation of its future self.  In short, the    
locomotive can be used not only to educate the public about what an operating steam locomotive 
looks and sounds like, but it can also be used as a fundraising tool for it’s own future  restoration! 
 
Recognizing that there is a large audience on social media that is passionate about steam            
locomotives and their restoration, we have created an additional Facebook page dedicated to this 
project.  “Like” us and follow us at www.facebook.com/lirr35. 

 
 

 

 

Locomotive drive wheels in 

various stages of          

restoration 

 

Photos courtesy of 

Ronnie Jones 

—— 

Steam Operations 

Corporation 
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